POINT OF VIEW NOTES

Point of View:  The person from whose eyes the story is being told (where you place the camera).







Determining the Point of View of a Story:

· TEST 1:  What PRONOUNS are mostly being used?

	1st Person
	3rd Person

Limited
	3rd Person

Unlimited

(Omniscient)

	Most pronouns “I”, “me”, “my”, “we”, “us”
	Mostly “he”, “she”, “they”, etc. 
	Most pronouns “he”, “she”, “they”, etc. 


· TEST 2:  How involved is the narrator?  

	1st Person
	3rd Person

Limited
	3rd Person

Unlimited

(Omniscient)

	· Narrator is a character in the story

· Narrator not reliable


	· Narrator is not a character in the story

· Reporter of only one character’s thoughts & feelings


	· Narrator is not a character in the story

· As if cameras and bugging devices everywhere (In every character’s mind, all places, past, future, etc.)




· TEST 3:  How much does the narrator know about the events, feelings, and/or actions of characters?

	1st Person
	3rd Person

Limited
	3rd Person

Unlimited

(Omniscient)

	· Narrator can only tell the story in his/her own words, thoughts and feelings
	· Narrator does not know what is in other character’s minds 

· Narrator can only tell what is observable about other characters
	· Narrator knows all, sees all, hears all, etc.

· Narrator can tell anything (feelings, thoughts, unobservable actions, etc.) about any character. 













