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PLAGIARISM

By definition, plagiarism occurs when a student copies material from an outside source–book, website, magazine, encyclopedia, etc.–without crediting (or citing) the source/author. In other words, plagiarism occurs when you attempt to pass off the ideas/words of another person as your own. There are FOUR types of plagiarism:

1.) Complete Plagiarism – complete plagiarism occurs when a student submits work (e.g. an essay) that is entirely the work of someone else as their own.

2.) Partial Plagiarism – partial plagiarism occurs when significant portions of another text are submitted with some of the student’s own words and/or sentences. 

3.) “Patchwork” Plagiarism – patchwork plagiarism occurs when a student lifts ideas, sentences and/or paragraphs from outside sources and then “patches” them together with their own words and sentences. This is frequently seen when students cut and paste text(s) from a website, and then add some of their own writing prior to submitting the assignment as their own original work.

4.) Extensive “Outside” Editing – this type of plagiarism occurs when another person–parent, tutor, sibling or friend–proofreads a student’s work and then makes changes (i.e. corrections or additions) that are NOT the student’s original ideas. It is acceptable for a proofreader to make general suggestions, but any changes must be made by the student themselves. For example, a tutor is free to say, “I think you need to change some of your word choices to make your introduction stronger,” but he/she can NOT give any specific suggestions, such as, “Why not change the word ‘sad’ to ‘melancholy’?” Furthermore, a student cannot “dictate” their ideas to another person and have that person write them down. All writing must be done by the student.

Consequences

Any act of plagiarism–no matter how small–will result in a mark of ZERO on the assignment. In other words, a student who copies one sentence will receive the same mark as a student who copies an entire essay. 

There will be no opportunity for the student to re-submit the assignment or do extra-credit work to improve their overall mark. 

