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ENGLISH 1A0 HEROES

The mystery of why Terry Fox put himself

- into the vault of 50 much pain is unknowable.
Terry Fox, a teen-ager endowned with fond
parents, superb reflexes, handsomeness, newly
<<rowned as his high school’s athlete of the year,

has a sore leg one day and three days later is
mutilated, his leg cut off just above the knee.
His high hopes for what Terry Fox was, a mar-
... . velous athlete, and what Terry Fox would -
+7  become, something associated with sports,
' " stopped cold. The Terry Fox he was played
-~ basketball fromy a wheelchair; the Terry Fox he
would become wasn't clear,

How does one handle such a savage blow to
7§ - self-image? One way is to deny that anything has
"~ changed. One leg is not less than two; it is more. -
He'll prove it. He'll run across the country in
jogging shorts flaunting that declaration. He
will persevere in being Terry Fox, an undimin-
ished, unquenchable Terry Fox.

The other aspects of what was called the
Marathen of Hope are real. The goal of rzising
monay for cancer research aiready has realizad
niore donations than any single <fort in the
Canadian Cancer Sociery’s history. Alse, Terry
Fox achieved massive attitudinal cliangs thward
ampuiation. Also, he showed that cancer, how-
ever brutally it weats the cringing flesh, can't
= defear the spirit.
=" The cenral truth, however, is that a youth

wantad back the cards he had been dealing with
in the beginning—all those winning cards. He
wanted to fes! two-legzed again, an obsession
that tcok him 5,000 km and then beyond the
edge of endurance,

Fixed in our memory is the sight of the one-
legged yourh, his fzce drained, hopping mile
afer mile on that punishing pavement. His
guest grips_us, his search for wholeness is a

 sPirinual longing deen in us all. He asserss thar
heis uricue. He has wonders locked within, He
is.more than you can ses. He is not a woundead
_boy on an overcrowded planet. He meizers.
- People weptio seehim run. They wept for his
pain; they wept far his foolish pride. They wept
~with pitv. And they wept most of ail for eavy 10
N .be Hke Temry Fox, wholehearted and
¢/ unashamed. They longed 10 care that much,
3 abour znvthing. And to go for it, All out.
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